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Leys News 


Leys News Ltd it is a not-for-profit business dedicated to 
providing news and information to the whole community. 
Leys News is not affiliated to any political party. Leys 
News operates an equal opportunities policy and 
encourages any resident to get involved in its work. 


Contact: Leys News Limited, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 


Office phone/fax: 01865 711756 
Mobile: 07710 588349 


Email: leysnews@hotmail.com 


Ads and picture email: leysnews@graffiti.net 


Who’s who? 


Board of Directors: Molly Florey (Chair), Penny Wood 
(Secretary), Elizabeth Naluwooza, Chuma Nwokolo, Remi 
Omokorende, Roy Simmonds, Jasper Smith, Wendy 
Spray and Peter Stevenson. 

Editorial committee this issue: Julian Dourado, Molly 
Florey, Roy Simmonds, Jennie Travis. 

Editor: Etain O’Carroll 

Admin and production support: Jo Stannard 
Distribution co-ordinator: Gary Jones 

Website development: Julia Sutton 

Volunteers and contributors: Clara Blackings, Julian 
Dourado, Robert Evans, Stuart Mabbutt, Carmel Ryan, 
Roy Simmonds. 

Special thanks on this edition to Julian Dourado for all 
his time and effort spent on design. 


Leys News Ltd. acknowledges financial assistance from: 
Blackbird Leys Parish Council, Ealing Family Housing 
Association, Oxford City Council, Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association, and support in kind from: Newsquest 
(Oxfordshire) Ltd. and Business Boffins Ltd. 
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Oxfordshire as you've never seen it before 


Go to the famous ashmolean museum, look out across Magdalen bridge 
visit famous colleges, take a look inside picturesque hotels and scenic 
views across the county without even leaving your seat! 


Using this unique virtual tour encompassing iPix 360-degree technolpgy, 
you can see where you would like to visit, eat or stay before you arfive. 


Plan a family outing to some of the counties top attractions or fing the 
hotel of your dreams, see the rooms, restaurants and grounds inp 
their glory before you part with a penny! 


Log on now to Www.thisisoxfordshire.co.uk 
An effortless way to avoid disappointment 


More and more. Oxfordshire businesses are discovering the fnarketing 
power of interactive tours on Oxfordshire 360. To find outow your 
business.can publish its own tour contact us now: 01865 425 264. 


Leys News would like to 
sincerely thank the 
Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council for their grant of 
£500 towards the running 
costs of the company. It is 
much appreciated. 


egg hunt 


Watch this space in 
the next edition for 
more details on an 
Easter competition for 
children. 


Paper Rounds! 


Leys News 
iS looking for 


distributors 
On a Variety of 
paper rounds. 


If you'd like to join our 
team for a few hours 
once every two months 
Call US ON 711756. 
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out in early April, 
Copy & ad deadline: 


Wednesday, 
3rd March. 


Leys News drop-in 


digital photography 
image manipulation 
desktop publishing 
editoral training 


Every Friday 
from 10.30-12.30. 


Come along and see what you can do! 


Welcome to baby Samuel 


Proud parents Glenn Day and Julia 
Sutton (Leys News webmaster) would 
like to announce the birth of Samuel 
_| John Charles Sutton-Day who was 

*| born on Sunday 16th November 
2003. 


Leys News would like to congratulate 
Glenn and Julia on the new addition 
and wish them all the best for the 
future. 


Answer the questions below to fill in the crosswword and send 
your entry to Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird 
Leys, OX4 7BX to be in with a chance of winning £10. 


Across 


2. It grows in the dark and is 
edible (8) 

3. A bird on a chess board (4) 
5. A wizard and a bird (6) 

9. Sea going robbers (7) 6. Eaten with cream (10) 
10. It is delivered to your door 7. Normal, not unusual (8) 
(4,4) 8. Jack has one of these (9) 


1. You have these if you are 
good with plants (5, 7) 

4. A colourful bird found near 
rivers (10) 


And the winner is... 


Congratulations to Liz Ryder, of Sparrow Way who won £10 for 
correctly finding all the words in last month’s wordseacrh. 


Would you like a copy of a photo 
from Leys News? 


Order a 6x8” print for just £6. 


Other sizes available on request. 
Call 711756 for more details. 
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Flags up at 


Kingfisher Green 


The bunting was up all around Kingfisher Green on 9th January for an Open Day at the Kingfisher Green building 
which is home to the Leys Residents Association and of course, Leys News. 


In the Kingfisher Green 
building residents could 
find out about local 
courses (with Blitz and 
Easocec), get information 
on the Healthy Living 
Initiative, have a virtual 
makeover and win a jar of 


sweets (by guessing how 
many there were) or a box 
of exotic fruit (by 
matching the fruit names 
to their countries of 
origin) or a million pounds 
(by playing the "Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire" 


Is that your final answer? Becky, Holly, James 
and Diana battle it our for the top prize. 


Beverley Barrat and Mary Day from Easocec demonstrating silk painting at the KFG open day 


game). 

Visitors also had a go 
at cake decorating and 
silk painting which were 
being demonstrated. 

The event was 
organised by Jennie 
Travis, Sasha Vanderhyde 
and the two organisations 
based in the building. 

Jennie said she hoped 
to get local people 
involved in the manage- 
ment of the Kingfisher 
Green building, and find 
out what they want to see 
happen in it. 

If you would like to see 
parent and toddler 
groups, art classes or 
anything else held there 
you can contact Jennie on 
334802. There is also the 
possibility that a 
community organisation 
that needed extra space 
could move into the 


building. 

The building is open 
for people to drop by and 
use the computers for free 
on Wednesday from 1- 
5pm, and on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 1- 
38pm. 

If you have never used 
the internet before or 
want to play computer 
games you can do it at 
Kingfisher Green. 

On Wednesdays some- 
one can show you how to 
use email, type up your 
CV, or scan your photos 
into the computer. One 
person has even been 
working to produce their 
own book. 

Written live on the day 
by Enid Foster, Tony 
Spackman, Jo Stannard, 
Jennie Travis, Sasha 
Vanderhyde and Becky 
Willis. 


Enid Foster certainly did 
extremely well at the 
"Who Wants to be a 
Millionaire?" game at the 
Open Day. She said she 
had enjoyed winning her 
£250,000 - well who 
wouldn't? She told report- 
ers that with some of the 
questions "I had to guess 
and was lucky." However, 
when she was asked about 
the coughing in the back- 
ground she answered 
shortly, "I deny it all." 
Tony Spingram gave a 
theatrical cough and 
assured a sceptical crowd, 


"I have got a cough, I've 
got a really bad cough 
actually." 

However according to 
an anonymous source 
Enid and Tony are 
associates and the win can 
be regarded as extremely 
suspicious. Sasha Tarrant- 
ahyde, compere of the 
game, told us that the 
allegations were, "very 
worrying and we've been 
taking strict and strong 
policies and procedures 
today." She insisted that , 
"security measures are in 
place to make sure this 


sort of thing couldn't occur 
again," but refused to 
explain exactly what they 
were. 

So we'll leave you with 
this £100 question from 


the Millionaire game... 
"Which of these is a 
general name for a foolish 
person?" 

A) Crazy Daisy 

B) Potty Dotty 

C) Silly Billy 
D) Mad Brad 


Ms Enid 
Foster 
receives a 
cheque from 
quiz host 
Sasha 
Tarrantahyde 


Grants 
At the December meeting it was agreed that a grant 
£500 would be made to the Leys News. Also a grant 
of £1000 was made to the Neighbourhood Support 
Scheme [Agnes Smith Advice Centre] situated at the 
Blackbird Leys Road shops. 

At January's meeting an application from the Leys 
Community Music Centre [situated in the Community 
Centre] was discussed and the members agreed a 
Grant of £1000. 


Community Safety 
This was discussed at January's meeting. Do we need 
extra lighting in Cuddesdon Park, or lights in the Frys 
Hill Park, or CCTV, what are your concerns? Unless 
we know it is difficult to pinpoint the needs. 


Balfour Road/Sandy Lane 


recreation area update. 
A Capital Project scheme was submitted to the area 
by residents and is being investigated by the Parks & 
Leisure Business Manager. The target date given is 
April 2004. The Parish Council will be keeping a close 
eye on developments and will let the residents know 
of further developments when they happen. 


Additional pelican crossing 


and traffic islands. 
It has been suggested that three new pelican 
crossings are needed: one in Cuddesdon Way by the 
recreation site; one near the junction of Pegasus 
Road/Field Ave (by the school); and one by the 
Blackbird Public House. 

Traffic islands are needed at the junction of 
Windale Ave/Pegasus Road and Blackbird Leys 
Road/Pegasus Road. We will be submitting a list to 
the County Council soon and feedback from residents 
would help in the application. 


Waste disposal. 
The Parish Council are committed to making 
Blackbird Leys a nicer community in which to live. A 
community to be proud of. We ask that if you have 
bulky items which need disposing of please 
telephone City Works 01865 252936 they will more 
than happy to come and collect your items. Surely 
this is better than dumping it around the estate 
causing an eyesore? 

If you have black rubbish bags please don't dump 
them, put them out on the day of collection and they 
will be removed. If you see illegal dumping we ask 
that you telephone Oxford City Cleansing Dept. 01865 
252941 or OBS 01865 335415 or the Parish Council 
01865 734346. They will arrange for the offending 
rubbish to be removed and this will also help reduce 
the need for the rat catcher. 


Watlington Road Update 
Due to the continued efforts of the Parish Council, the 
Area Committee has agreed to finance an 
Environmental Improvement Scheme on Watlington 
Road. This scheme will see the replacement of 
hedges and trees, which have died, with new and 
stronger vegetation. The object is to form a noise and 
traffic pollution barrier between the houses and 
Watlington Road and also to enhance the area. New 
barriers are also part of the scheme. 


Spindleberry Nature Park. 
Members are in discussions with the Spindleberry 
Park Rangers to try to enhance Spindleberry Nature 
Park. We feel that this park is a vital area for the 
estate's residents. Children can go to the area to see 
and hear the various birds and other wildlife that 
inhabit the park. It is hoped that through these 
discussions between the Parish and Council we can 
see a large regeneration in the coming months. 


Your views are also needed and welcomed. Please 
contact us by email: editor@blackbirdleys.co.uk. or 
the Parish office by phone 01865 734346 or 01865 
775164. 
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Action in 
Communities 


Oxfordshire Council for Voluntary Action (OCVA) is launching Action in Communities, a new 
programme of free training and support for people in Oxfordshire who want to kick-start activity 


in their local area. 


Action in Communities is 
for anyone who wants to 
set up (or has just 
started) a community 
project or not-for-profit 
business. 

The programme is 
open to all and no 
previous experience is 
needed. All you need to 
bring is an idea (even a 
vague one) and OCVA 
will help you get going 
with it. 

‘People need to free 
up the talent inside 
themselves,’ says Frank 
Isahak a member of the 
West Indian community 
in Abingdon who is 
planning to start a social 
club for elderly people 
once he completes the 
course. 


‘People need to 
free up the 
talent inside 
themselves.’ 


'There is no one 
addressing the needs of 
the elderly community 
here, he continues. 
'There is so much lacking 
in the services provided 
for the elderly that older 
people have grown to 
accept sub-standard 


services as normal. Their 
expectations are so low. I 
feel deeply that 
something should be 
done, so I'm going to take 
the course and start 
things up myself.' 


‘I hope this 
course will 
teach me the 
skills I need 
to address 
these 
problems. 


Frank plans to set up 
a meeting place for 
elderly people in the 
hope of regenerating 
communities. 

‘Communities have 
lost a lot of value. No one 
cares for each other any 
more. No one looks out 
for their neighbours and 
this needs to change. I'm 
no expert but I hope this 
course will teach me the 
skills I need to address 
these problems and 
explore the potential for 
new activities. We need 
to take the elderly out of 
their cocoons, reinforce 
their social skills and 
enhance their 


confidence. A social club 
where they can meet and 
reminisce is worth at 
least several visits to a 
doctor.’ 

‘I came to Britain 
from the Caribbean in 
the '50s and quickly 
found that you've got to 
get involved in 
community affairs if you 
want comradeship, 
especially if you're from 
the ethnic community. 
You need to find people 
with similar aspirations 
and get support. There's 
nothing like this for 
elderly people in 
Abingdon and hopefully 
this course will help me 
fill this gap and start 
something that the next 
generation will continue.' 

The focus on the 
courses will be on 
helping you develop your 
own plans. You will be 
able to meet other people 
in the same position to 
share ideas and plan 
together. Small groups 
will work with input 
from skilled facilitators 
and the modules in the 
course will build up so 
that by the end you will 
have developed your own 
outline project or 
business plan. You will 
know the key areas you 


need for success, with 
ideas on where to go 
next. The courses will be 
accredited by the Open 
College Network, and 
on-going support will be 
available. 

Each course will run 
once a week for seven 
weeks and will cover all 
you need to know. If 
you'd like to set up a 
community project then 
the Social Action courses 
are for you. The Social 
Enterprise courses are 
aimed at people with a 
trading idea to benefit 
their community. 
Funding is also available 
to cover travel and 
childcare costs. 


Social Action Course: 
e Mondays, Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre, 
23 Feb - 05 April. 


e Fridays, The 
Clockhouse, Greater 
Leys, 
23 April - 04 June. 
Social Enterprise 
Course: 
e Wednesdays, The 
Clockhouse, 
03 March - 28 April. 
Anyone interested 
should contact Andrew 
Woodgate or Katherine 
Semlyen on 251946 or 
visit www.ocva.org.uk 


The Access to Higher Education course 
is specifically designed for adults 
returning to education. It enables you 


to achieve an Access to Higher Education 


Certificate that is accepted by 
Universities for almost all courses. 
Students on an Access course are 
supported throughout the programme 
to gain knowledge and acquire crucial 
skills in how to study successfully 


at University. 


Pathways 
Art & Design 
Business & Social Sciences 
Information Technology Science 
Youth, Community & Social Work 
Humanities 


Oxford& 
Cherwell 
college 
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On the beat with the 
street wardens 


Street wardens Terry and Jessie have a quick cup of 
tea to warm up at the KFG open day 


Mark Your Property 


The street wardens are 
currently offering to UV 
mark any valuables for 
residents. The marking is 
invisible to the human eye 
but can be seen with a 
special UV light. All marked 
valuables are recorded and 
filed, so should your property 
be burgled and the items 
stolen, it will make tracing 
them that much easier. 


Junior Warden 
Scheme 


The street wardens are also 
hoping to set up a Junior 
Warden scheme in Blackbird 
Leys. An initial meeting has 
taken place to discuss this 
and options are being 
explored. 

The wardens aim to work 
with the young people 
involved to see where their 
interests lie and to develop 
the program with them. It is 
thought that work may 
include environmental 
projects such as working on 
the nature reserve park or 
community garden as well as 
a variety of fun activities. 


Walking Bus 


Tired of moaning about the 
parking problems around the 
schools? The street wardens 
are hoping to set up a 
walking bus to alleviate the 
problem. 

Parents, teachers and the 
wardens would walk a set 
route at a set time, picking 
up children on the way and 


taking them to school. 

Not only would it help 
with traffic congestion, 
particularly at Windale 
School, but it would be good 
exercise and a social event 
for the children themselves. 


Motorcycle 
Scheme 


Following the successful 
Trax Project the street 
wardens are working in 
partnership with Abingdon 
Motorcycle Project to provide 
training in basic engine 
mechanics, motorcycle skills 
and road safety to a group of 
10 young people in Blackbird 
Leys. 

The project ran for three 
weeks in January and the 
final session will be a full 
day of motorbike activities at 
Abingdon Aerodrome. The 
sessions have been free for 
the young people involved 
and have been a good source 
of practical skills as well asa 
team building event. It is 
hoped that funding can be 
found to continue the session 
throughout the year so that 
three more groups of boys 
and girls could attend. 
Discussions are also under 
way on the possibility of 
providing an advanced cart 
course later in the year. 

If you're interested in 
getting your valuables 
marked, becoming a junior 
warden, starting up a 
walking bus or getting 
involved in motor sports call 
401456. 


Healthy Walks 


Want to have fun, meet new friends and get healthy? Health 
Walks are coming to Blackbird Leys. 

Did you know that walking can make you feel good, give 
you more energy, help you reduce stress, keep your heart 
strong, reduce blood pressure and help manage your weight? 

Health Walks are local, regular and safe, designed to suit 
everyone who needs to walk. No one gets left behind. Local 
routes are being explored - do you want to get involved? 

For more information contact Enid Foster at the Leys 
Linx Centre on 402070 or Liz Hodgson, Health Walks Co- 


ordinator on 0776 9687359 
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BLITZ news... 


www.blackbirdleys.com 
your community online 


Sa | The Blitz IT Hub in 
acme association with 

a IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY Learndirect/Ukonline is 
running a new project 
providing locally 
accessible access points 
for e-government services. 

The project will help 
residents access 
e-government websites 
such as Inland Revenue, 
Department for Work and 
Pensions, Immigration 
(Home Office) and a range 
of local government 
services. This means that you can get support as well as organised courses 
on how to gain web access to search the job bank at Jobcentre plus, 
access tax information at the Inland Revenue, get information on your 
benefits and pensions or find immigration documentation. 

The project is specifically targeting working-age people (16-65) and is 
part of a nationwide governmental project to establish the importance of 
UK online centres to the public, and how the internet access they provide 
can be mutually beneficial. Staff and volunteers will be trained to support 
anyone wishing to take up the service and should give extensive access to 
on-line information for local residents. 

Visitors to the centre will be helped to get an email address, find a 
particular site and access the information they need. 
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Courses at the Blitz hub: 


There are no new courses starting at Blitz until Easter but there will be lots 

of taster sessions in exciting areas like: digital photography, making home 

films (this will include editing, authoring and camera work for beginners). 
Other tasters that could be held are: using the internet and email, using 

computers for music and mp3s, and poster making. 

For information on new courses starting after Easter call 714492. 


Becky Willis told Leys 
News about the Healthy 
Food Group coordinated 
by the Healthy Living 
Initiative and run by local 
resident Fay Ramsey, a 
food and nutrition tutor. 

The six-week course 
which ran in November 
and December allowed 
local adults a chance to 
explore cooking 
techniques and share 
ideas on food and healthy 
eating. The group was a 
multicultural one and 
knew about Chinese, 
Asian and Carribean 
cuisines - so recipes from 
around the world were 
tasted. 


Sessions included a 
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Healthy Food Group 


chance to try things out in 
the community kitchen, 
which the Healthy Living 
Initiative refurbished, as 
well as information on 
nutrition. A meeting to 
discuss the possibility of 
extending the sessions will 
take place at 11.30am on 
February 23rd at the 
Blackbird Leys kitchen in 
the Community Centre. It 
is hoped that the group 
and new members will 
continue to meet once a 
month, with members 
taking turns to bring in 
ingredients and share 
their favourite recipes. 
The sessions are planned 
to take place on a 
weekday morning and 


there will continue to be a 
qualified tutor there to 
help out. The sessions are 
free and there will be free 
childcare. 

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 
The Healthy Living 
Initiative is also looking 
into the possibility of 
setting up a lunch club in 
partnership with the CMS 
Bar at the Community 
Centre and would welcome 
any ideas, suggestions or 
feedback on the proposal. 
If you have any ideas you’d 
like to share or would like 
more information on the 
Healthy Food Group 
please contact Kate on 
715577. 


Try our quiz and see how much you know about healthy foods. 


Can you name 
these fruits? 
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Blackbird Leys Information Technology Zone 


18 computer centres across Blackbird Leys 
Free use of computers and the internet 


Checkouts hiesiniewewielbsithe 


wiwiwesbillatcikibilrdillety/sicroim 


emails 
internet } 
computer courses 
games,scanning 
video making 
digital photography 
driving theory 
arts software 
word processing 
family history 
web design 


All levels of ability welcome 


Tel: 01865 714492 


Experienced staff and volunteers on hand to help those 
who have not used a computer before 
> ta, OXFORDSHIRE 
Gy ontine Ce Satine CUNA 
‘tas 


www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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New Opportunities Fund 


LOTTERY FUNDED 


Community Centre Bar 


CMS Bar 


Open every day of the week 11am to 11.30pm 
(Tuesday and Thursday: 4pm - 11.30pm) 


We now have card processing facilities so you don't 
have to carry cash when you come to the bar 
- we can even give you cash back. 


and other forms of entertainment await you. 


Bigger chef now in charge of the kitchen. Sit down 
and have your meal, or if you prefer, we also 
provide take-aways. 


ys We are currently in consultation with the Healthy Living 
. Initiative to set up an over 50's group. 

The development of a multi-purpose hall means that 
bingo sessions will move there and the function hall will 
be available Monday to Saturday and will return to a 
membership base only. A working group has been set up 
ey eee to establish rules and regulations for the use of the hall 

and to organise social events. 


Come and support your community centre - contact 01865 777165 
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Oxford Parent - Infant Project 


Parents who are having problems with their children 
or babies can get help from the OXPIP. (Oxford Parent 
- Infant Project) 


OXPIP are now using the consultation room at the 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre which was re- 
furbished by the Healthy Living Initiative, for 
counselling sessions. 


Stop Press...Stop Press...Stop Press... 


Congratulations to Marsha Jackson, Community 
Development Worker, on the birth of her first daugh- 
ter, Chamarli, born on January 23rd. Marsha brought 
home her 6lb 440z baby on the same day and is plan- 
ning a swift return to work. 


Congratulations from all at Leys News and all the best 
for the future. 


Groups with Oxfordshire Mind In Oxford 


The next 


Self Esteem 
Group 


will start in February 2004. 


If you would like help to build 
your self esteem contact Janet 
or Patricia at Acorn on 716633. 


@ Oxfordshire Mind has many 
years of experience in running 
groups to help people. 


@ The groups provide opportunities 
to learn coping skills and enable 


people to take more 3 


control of their lives. 
For better 


mental health 


EMBS is an equal opportunities training 
organisation. Our courses are open to 
everybody regardless of race, creed, 


Business ay 
colour, disability, gender or age. 


Service 


FREE Courses 


(Open to all) 


Business Counselling 

4 day Business Start-Up skills 
English - ESOL 

Basic Skills - Literacy 

Computer Training - beginners, 
intermediate, and advanced 
Computer Troubleshooting 
Crèche Work 

Basic Book-keeping (evening) 
Desktop Publishing (evening) 
ICT (evening) 

LearnDirect - a range of flexible 

courses in computing, personal 
development and business skills 


To apply contact EMBS on 01865 794431 


Admin Office: 

3 Collins Street, Oxford, 

OX4 1XS_ fax: 727015 
email:srinivsans@btconnect.com 


Supported by Jobcentre 
Plus, European Social 
Fund, Learn Direct, 
Abingdon and Witney 
College. 
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A youth group has been 
running on Friday 
evenings since the end of 
the summer at the Blitz 
hub. Supervised by 
Patrick Mukholi (Oxford 
Youth Works), Marsha 
Jackson (CDI) and Carmel 
Ryan, the group provides 
supervised computer 
access for young people 
who would not normally be 
allowed to use facilities at 
the hub without parental 


supervision. 
It's a structured 
environment and the 


young people must sign in, 


Blitz Youth Group 


abide by basic rules and 
when there are more 
people than computers, 
adhere to a rota system. 
The sessions have proved 
enormously popular with a 
regular attendance of 
about 15 young people. At 
times, however, there have 
been as many as 35. The 
computers have been 
networked and games set 
up specifically for the 
group so that they can play 
against opponents at other 
terminals. 

It is a very valuable 
time for the young people,’ 


Straight from the horses mouth... 
'There's nothing else to do,' said Kayleigh ' At least here I can play games, have virtual snowball fights or even 


print pictures to colour in.' 


The Friday evening youth group at the Blitz hub 


commented Patrick 
Mukholi. “They aren't 
allowed to use the facilities 
at other times without an 
adult and this way they 
can come alone and it 
keeps many of them out of 
mischief. It is also a place 
for making friends and 
gaining trust.' 

The project also allows 
youth workers to get to 
know the children and talk 
to them. ‘It's a good 
meeting point for young 


people on the _ estate,’ 
continued Patrick. 
‘Younger children ask 


older ones for tips on how 
to improve their game play 
and the older ones all seem 
to have time to explain and 
demonstrate to the 
younger ones how things 
work. We hope to be able 
to do more than just 
providing computer access 
in the future. We would 
like to provide training 
and be able to teach the 
young people how to use 
the computers for other 
reasons. At present the 
older ones use the internet 
but the younger ones 
generally just play games.' 


Most of the boys were playing the computer game Half Life. 'It's good fun,' said Kynan. 'You can choose a 
weapon and pick up armour as you go, and the graphics are good.' 'And you get to play against other people instead 
of just against a computer, ' added Jonathon. "You can come back to life as well - even if you've been killed - and 
can recharge your body at the recharging station.' 

Some of the others were accessing the internet. 'I use the internet to get the football results,' said Odain, while 
at the next terminal Charlie was looking up Top of the Pops. 


...church News...Church News...Church News...Church News...Church News... 


The Community Church 
The Leys Community 
Church meets on a Sunday 
afternoon at 3.30pm in the 
Leisure Centre on Pegasus 
Road - everyone is 
welcome. It is a church for 
all the family with relaxed 
services and special 
activities and games for 
children. 

The church also runs 
Alpha Courses - a short 
informal introduction to 
the life of Jesus Christ. If 
you would like any further 
details then please phone 
Richard and Kate Colbrook 
on 714153. 


Holy Family Church 

Lent and Easter at the 
Church of the Holy Family: 
Services are held every 


Sunday at 10.00am with 
communion. There is a 
varied programme for 
children who are 
welcomed. 

February 25th service 
for Ash Wednesday at 
7.30pm. On Wednesdays, 
3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st, 
at 7.30pm we will reflect 
together on what it means 
to be made in the image of 
God; sessions will be 
repeated over lunch on 
Thursdays 4th, 11th, 18th, 
25th and 1st April at 12.30- 
2.00pm. All are welcome. 

8th April, 7.30pm 
service for Maundy 
Thursday 9th April, 
12.00am Good Friday 
procession of witness; 
7.00pm service for Good 
Friday11th April, 5.30am 


dawn vigil; 10.00am 
Easter Communion 

Further details of all 
Easter services will be 
advertised nearer the time. 
March 7th, 2.30pm service 
for the Women's World Day 
of Prayer. Also, on 
February 15th 6.30pm, 
service of healing; if you 
are unable to attend but 
would like prayers to be 
said for yourself or a friend 
do leave a message at the 
church (396241) or with 
David (778728) or Fleur 
(774672). 


Sacred Heart Church 

The Christmas masses 
and services were well 
attended at the Sacred 
Heart Church and the 
church was beautifully 


decorated for the festive 
season. February ends 
with the beginning of the 
next great season of the 
church, Lent. 

Ash Wednesday is on 
the 25th of February and 
mass on this day will be at 
9am and at 7.30pm. Both 
masses will include the 
imposition of ashes. 

Confessions will be 
heard after the morning 
mass by request and from 
7pm. A series of reflection 
evenings have begun for 
church members in 
conjunction with the De La 
Salle Brothers who are 
involved with the parish. 
Details of these can be had 
from the church. 
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IN MY view 


BY Ropert Evans 


Dear reader, 

Can | first take the opportunity 
to introduce myself. My name is 
Robert Evans and | have had a 
connection with the Leys for over 
20 years and feel it is a privilege 
to be able to put some of my 
thoughts down for debate and 
stimulation. 

In My View is a column based 
on my thoughts or observations 
and not that of Leys News or any 
other organisation. | will try to be 
controversial and thought 
provoking without causing 
offence and may offer you bit of 
humour and debate where 
possible. 

This issue the column is about 
gender confusion. We are not 
talking about gender confusion 
regarding what gender you want 
to be, but the confusion of the 
gender roles. 

2004 is a leap year and 
therefore opens the opportunity 
for one to whisper sweet 
nothings to one's partner 
proclaiming undying love and 
commitment with the hope that 
they will accept this proposal of 
marriage. What makes this 
particularly difficult is the 
confusion of the gender roles. 
This is not helped by leap years. 

In Victorian times the role of 
males was clear: to ensure the 
welfare and protection of the 
potential partner. This included 
ensuring that women were on 
the inside of the path so as to 
protect them from the grime of 
the street or unrequited attention 
from undesirables and to allow a 
free sword hand to deal with the 
situation. Nowadays, it is unclear 
if a similar situation arose what 
action, if any, should be taken. 
The confusion, | believe, comes 


from nobody taking an active role 
in trying to identify what is good 
manners and what is political 
correctness. 

Like most people, all | want 
from life is to be loved and 
cherished and | do not care 
whether this be my girlfriend, my 
wife, my mother, my siblings or 
just my best mate. There is no 
confusion with regard to gender, 
but for most people this seems 
to be a contentious point. 

When we go to the pub, 
should it be that we take it in 
turns to go to the bar and buy 
the round? Should it always be 
the male, should it be the 
wealthier of the two people or 
group or should this have 
something to do with the nature 
of the group or individuals? My 
sister would say that it comes 
down to choice and that she 
should always go to the bar 
unless she doesn't like the people 
enough to offer them a drink. 

Of course nobody takes a leap 
year too seriously, but it does 
portray women as soft, cuddly 
things who sit in the corner for 
four years waiting for the 
opportunity to pounce on the 
first bystander they see in the 
leap year. (Only joking!) 

As we go into a new year in 
the early part of a new century, | 
think it is now time to put 
political correctness to one side 
unless it is clarified, and get rid of 
the leap year marital monopoly 
and simply agree that anybody 
can propose to anybody when 
the urge takes them. 


All proposals to Robert 
Evans for marriage or long 
term relationships should be 
made via Leys News! 
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Blackbird Bonanza 


How would you 


like to win 
£500 ? 


You can if you play the Blackbird Bonanza 


Recent winners have come from 
Knights Road, Whitethorn Way, Flaxfield Road 
Sandy Lane and Grebe Close. 
Notice anything different from the National Lottery? 
They all live in Blackbird Leys. 


Want to join? 
For £1.00 per week you too could win £500 
and help support 
your local charity: Pathway Workshop. 
For more information please ring 
the Co-ordinator on 01865 423023 


Pathway Workshop, Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 7EX (Next to the Spar shop) 
@eeeegeoeeoeeeeeeee eee EE HE] 


PATHWAY WORKSHOP 


Reg Charity No 1014416 
providing paid employment for adults with disabilities 


PRODUCTS MADE FROM SELECTED RECLAIMED TIMBER 


SPECIAL OFFER 


10% DISCOUNT ON ALL ORDERS 
TAKEN IN FEBRUARY 


Thought for the issue: 
Failure to prepare equals preparing to fail. 


15% DISCOUNT IN FEBRUARY TO 
ALL BONANZA MEMBERS 


(on production of their lucky number card) 


Calling all budding writers 


Ever dreamed of writing a children's book? If you have an idea and could put it on 
paper then you could win £1,000 in the 19th annual Write a Story for Children 
Competition. 

The competition is one of the most important in the UK and last year received 
2,000 entires. But don't let that put you off. If you're over 18 and have never published 
a children's book in the UK you should get writing. The 
closing date for entries is March 31, 2004. 

First prize is £1,000, with 2nd and 3rd prizes of 
£200 and £100 respectively. Previous winners and 10 
runners up have been published at no cost to authors. 

For further details and entry forms send an SAE to: 
Write a Story for Children Competition, ACW, PO Box 95, 
Huntington, Cambridgeshire, PE28 5RL. 


Please quote JJ/LEY/04 
to receive a discount. 
Offer finishes 29/02/04. 


Visitors welcome at our workshop (off Windale Avenue), 
Blackbird Leys 
Tel: 01865 714111 (for brochure and price list) 
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Did you know? 


Of the world's 1.3 billion 
poor people, it is estimated 
| that nearly 70 per cent are 

women. 
© 

In Africa, women's work 
accounts for some 80% of 

food production. 
@® 
2/3 of the world's 876 
million illiterates are 


e The first country to 
grant women the right 
to vote was New 
Zealand in 1893. 


e In the 20th century 
only 28 women were 
elected heads of state 
or government. 


e Of the 185 highest- 
ranking diplomats to 
the United Nations, just 
seven are women. 


women. 
© 
On average only 15.1% of MPs 
worldwide are women. In Nordic 
countries the figure is as high as 
39.7%, in Arab states only 6%. 
© 
An African woman's lifetime risk of 
dying from pregnancy-related causes 
is | in 16. In Asia it is | in 65 and in 
Europe, | in 1,400. 
© 


‘Gender equality and the empowerment of women are vital tools to combat poverty and disease, and to achieve development 
that is truly sustainable. Let us all be mindful that the achievement of women's rights is not the responsibility of women alone 


- it is the responsibility of us all? Kofi Annan 


International Women's Day, March 8th, is marked throughout the world in 
recognition of women's struggle for trade union rights and better working conditions. 
The movement first began when women working in clothing and textile factories 
staged a protest against inhumane working conditions and low wages in 1857. By 1908 
the movement had gained force and 15,000 women marched through New York City 
demanding shorter work hours, better pay, voting rights and 
> | an end to child labour. 


with a major festival of events and activities organised 
voluntarily by a women's collective representing a variety of 
organisations and interests from all over the city. The 
Festival celebrates the creativity of women as well as raising 
and debating issues, which directly influence women. 

This year the Festival's theme is 'Feast or Famine?’ The 
Festival focuses on one of the most basic human needs, 
food. Debates will include issues such as how much or how 
little we know about the food we eat, how it is grown, what 


KAS 
í 4 In Oxford, International Women's Day is celebrated 


An estimated 20 million 
unsafe abortions are 
performed worldwide every 
year, resulting in the deaths 
of 70,000 women. 
© 
Ethiopia forbids prosecution | 
of rapists if they marry their | 
victims. 
© 
An estimated 130 million 
women have been subjected 
worldwide to female genital 
mutilation, with a further 2 
million girls annually at risk. 3 
In Somalia 98% of girls are 
subjected to FGM. 

e 
Women are generally 


makes a healthy diet, why much of the world's population suffers from hunger 
and malnutrition, and why different traditions have evolved in the preparation 
of food. These and many other aspects of food will be addressed from a 
woman's perspective during the Festival. 

Events include a celebration of food through dance, music, film and 
exhibitions together with the sharing of ideas not only about the positive side 
of food but also the lack of food and malnutrition which faces many within 
contemporary society. In addition you will of course, be able tosample the 
huge variety of food available and prepared by Oxford women. 


Oxford Women’s Festival selected 


events: 


l - 30 March, Visiting Palestine - A Photographic L 
@ Exhibition, Phoenix Picture House Bar, Walton St. All evenings from 
6.00pm 


6 - 14 March (excluding Monday 8 March) Textiles for Peace at The 


marrying later but more than a 
quarter of women aged I5 to 19 are 
married in 22 countries - all in 

developing 


regions. 
© 
Between 75 
and 80 per 
cent of the 
world's 27 
million 
refugees are 
women and 
children. 
e 
| Worldwide, 20 
to 50 per cent 
of women 


experience 
some degree of domestic violence 
during marriage. 


Textile Tent, Garden of the Friend's Meeting 


Women of Colour 


Mainstream mental health services have often been poor 
at providing support and meeting the needs of people 
from black and minority ethnic communities. It is with 
this in mind that the Women of Colour group was started 


by Oxfordshire Mind. 
The 'Women Of Colour' service started in August 2002 and over 


the last two years has directly benefited over a hundred people, 
recruited, supported and trained many volunteers and given talks 
to dozens of different groups. 

The idea behind the project is to provide a supportive 
environment and one in which the women can be proactive in 

shaping the services for women and mental health. They may 
wish to engage in open activities such as cooking, art, textiles 
or more structured groups including the therapeutic groups 
such as coping with depression or anxiety or building self 
esteem. There could also be day trips and visits to places of 
their choice. 

Zaibun Khan (the Women of Colour project worker) 
together with local volunteers and the women who use the 
project will develop Women of Colour so that it reflects the 
interests and needs of all those who want and need the service. 


House, 43 St Giles. Tuesday - Saturday 10.00am- 4.00pm, Sunday 
2.00 - 4.00pm. 

Launch party with international food, an exhibition, story telling, 
music and dance on Sunday 7 March, 2.00 - 4.00pm 


Monday 8 March Stop Domestic Violence Westgate 
Shopping Centre 12.00 - 2.00pm. An information stall with 
workers from different agencies that provide support for 
women and children experiencing domestic violence. 


Friday 12 March Reel Women The Old Boxing Club, 54 
Catherine St, Cowley, |0am - 6.00pm. Screenings of women's 
films, networking and discussions. 


Friday 12 March An Experience of Feast or Famine Sure 
Start Family Centre, The Oval, Rosehill, 10.00am - 12.30pm. 
Local parents from different cultures and generations meet 
together to share their experiences and to talk about how in 
their different communities, they deal with little income, no food and famine. 


Friday 19 March Women Inspired, John Bunyan Baptist Church Main Hall, off 
Cromwell Rd, Temple Cowley, | 1.00 - 2.00pm. ARISE Enterprise invites women 
interested in starting their own business. Visitors will have the opportunity to speak 
with women in business, listen to stories and music, see African dancing and taste 
African food. 


The project aims to help women from diverse backgrounds who 

E> JEA feel isolated or distressed, need someone 
to talk to or would like to meet other 
people who have similar experience. We 
also aim to help women affected by mental 
health problems like depression and 
| anxiety. We aim to provide a meaningful 
structure and routine to people's lives and 
to improve women's quality of life through 
i developing supportive relationships, 
increasing self esteem, learning new skills 
and having good experiences. Community 
support aims to help prevent relapse and 
admission to psychiatric services. The 
project works as a multi-cultural group in 
raising awareness of mental health in 
relation to women and ethnic minority 
communities and to help women have the confidence to access 
other services and make choices in their lives. 

If you'd like to get involved just phone up or come along. The 
group meets every Wednesday, noon-2pm, Oasis Day Centre, 331 
Cowley Road (entrance from Kenilworth Avenue). Phone 07765 
253065 for more information or leave a message with Beth at Acorn 
on 716633. 


Health and Fitness Day 
On the l4th March AFYA will 
hold an International Women's 
Day Event at Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 
from || - 3pm. The event 
will promote women's 
health and fitness and 
celebrate International 
Women's Day. 

Take the opportunity 
to find out about health 
and fitness, try different 
fitness activities, bring 
friends, meet other 
women and have a fun 
time. Delicious and 
different foods available to 


taste. 

AFYA is a partnership 
(partners include Leys Linx, Oxford 
City Council, African Caribbean 
Youth Project, Blackbird Leys "E 
Leisure Centre, Unity II) funded by E 
Sport England that aims to _ 
increase women's participation in health, 
fitness and sports activities, and in 
particular encourages participation of 
black and other minority women. 
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Self-employment, part-time and 
home-based work have expanded 
employment opportunities for 
women but are characterised by 
lack of security, lack of benefits 


and low income. 


Mind, Body and Soul 


Fitness classes 
Free women-only mind, body 
and soul fitness classes 
combining socialising, yoga 
relaxation, massage, salsa and 
music are running at the 
Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre from 7pm-|0pm every 
Thursday. (Yoga, : x 
relaxation and 
massage 7pm-9pm 
Salsa 9pm- I 0pm). 
There is 
wheelchair access 
available and 
childcare subsidy if 
you need a 
babysitter so you 
can participate. 
For further 
information, please 
contact: Deborah 
Mcllveen Oxford 
City Council 252812 
or Trevor Evans, 


Two-thirds of the 130 
million children worldwide 
who are not in school are 
girls. 


Blackbird Leys Leisure Centr 
467020 Or email: 
nmighty@oxford.gov.uk 
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Focus on the Leys 
Youth Programme 


You've probably heard of the Leys Youth Programme. 
They are a charity based on Greater Leys and run 
football clubs, dance clubs, youth groups and a Kidz 
Klub. They organised the 5-a-side football competition at 
the last Leys Fair. There was an added bonus for the 
younger lads with the appearance of two Oxford United 
players, Chris Hackett and Jamie Brookes, to present 
trophies and certificates. 

The Leys Youth Programme began over four years ago 
when a couple called Christian and Jo Demaine-Stone 
were approached by social workers and a local housing 
association concerned with the lack of organised 
activities for young people on the newer Greater Leys 
estate. The Leys Youth Football Club began with a clear 
ethos of welcoming all young people irrespective of their 
footballing skills. The club grew and a second project, 


Outdoor games with the Leys Youth Programme 


Kidz Klub, was developed in July 2000. The fast-moving 
monthly Saturday morning club employs team games, 
modern multimedia presentations, a caring environment 
and clear messages on social responsibility and relating 
to one another. It has proved to be extremely popular 


with children and young 
people from the Leys estates 
and elsewhere in the city. As 
a result of the increasing 
popularity of the work, 
Christian and Jo recruited 
more volunteers and started 
a midweek youth group 
offering fun activities and 
mentoring. 

Sadly, 2002 was a painful 
and challenging year for the 
programme. Jo Demaine- 
Stone, who started the youth 
football club with her 
husband, had been diagnosed 
with terminal cancer. In spite 
of this they continued their work with young people. She 
sadly died in August 2002. Jo's death was a huge blow to 
the young people and the team of volunteers. She was an 
inspirational person and had an extraordinary ability to 
relate to young people. 

However, the Youth Programme continued to grow. A 
Youth Forum was set up to enable volunteers and young 
people to talk about ideas for shaping existing projects 
and developing new ones. The money required by the 
programme to run the projects is raised through 
donations from charitable trusts and individuals. Grants 
have also been given by Leys Linx, Oxford Citizens 
Housing Association and the city and county councils. 
Sufficient finances have been raised to employ two youth 
workers - Matt Gamble and Katie Mallett (they featured 
in the last edition of Leys News). 

The Leys Youth Programme welcomes any child or 
young person to its activities. Kidz Klub is free and the 
football and dance clubs only cost 50p per one-hour 
session. If you would like to know more details then 
please feel free to phone (01865) 714153 or simply go 
along to one of the activities. 
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The Leys Youth Programme football club at play 


There are now a number of projects organised by the 
Leys Youth Programme specifically for children and 
young people living on Blackbird Leys and Greater 
Leys. These include: 


e A football club for 8 to 12 year old boys meeting at 
5pm on Fridays at the Leisure Centre 

© A football club for 8 to 16 year old girls meeting at 
7pm on Fridays at the Leisure Centre. This club boasts 
a former England women's international player as one 
of its coaches 

e A football club for 13 to 16 year old lads meeting at 
8pm on Fridays at Peers Sports Centre 

e A dance club for 13 to 17 year old girls meeting at 
4.30pm on Tuesdays in the upstairs bar of the Leisure 
Centre 

e A dance club for 8 to 12 year old girls meeting at 
4.45pm on Wednesdays in the upstairs bar of the 
Leisure Centre 

© A monthly Saturday Kidz Klub - the next one is on 
7th February starting at 10.30am at Pegasus School 


Blackbird Leys 


stories photographs 


The Clockhouse is taking part in a BBC initiative to collect stories from World 
War Il. If you think you could share your personal or family wartime experiences 
or memories the Clockhouse would like to hear from you. 


The following is an extract from a story submitted to the Clockhouse and 


BBC by Leoni Seymour. 


1939 War had begun. I 
was nineteen. Having 


Night duty was eerie - 
sitting in a dimly lit ward - 


Looking back... 


memories 


impressions 
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attended nursing V.A.D. 
(Voluntary Aid Detach- 
ment) classes, I was called 
to work in Chelmsford 
General Hospital. 

We wore long-sleeved 
grey dresses, black 
stockings and shoes, white 
starched aprons with a 
Red Cross motif on the bib. 
On our heads we wore 
white linen squares 
gathered at the nape of the 
neck. A Red Cross was 
sewn on the forefront. We 
also wore black red lined 
shoulder cloaks. Celluloid 
white cuffs finished the 
uniform on special 
occasions. 

Chelmsford Hospital 
was headed by a wonder- 
fully efficient matron. She 
had her finger on every 
department - we all looked 
up to her. I worked eight- 
hour shifts and sometimes 
nights - 8pm to 8am. 


one table lamp on the 
central desk. I heard the 
patients breathing as they 
slept and then a call would 
come and I would go over 
and attend to personal 
needs. 

When not carrying out 
routine jobs we had to 
make up balls of cotton 
wool and wind bandages. 
When morning dawned - 
night staff went down to 
the kitchens to start the 
porridge cooking. I was 
not good at this - could 
never get rid of the lumps! 
I liked the children's ward 
and casualty - the latter 
always busy and full of 
variety. Few service 
patients were admitted, 
those who did come were 
not serious cases. 

Air raid wardens came 
round at night - no chink 
of light was permissible 
through the black out 


curtains. When the siren 

went I felt a slight amount had experience in every 
of fear, especially when I hospital department, 
could hear planes including theatre and 


overhead. Were they ours 
or enemy planes? Not 
many bombs were dropped 
over Chelmsford, just a 
few, probably planes 
unloading en route for 
home. 

The hospital had a 
balcony at the back 
overlooking the county 
cricket ground. I wheeled 
beds out onto the balcony 
in summer so patients 
could watch the play. 
When I travelled from 
home to hospital in my 
Baby Austin to night duty 
I could see searchlights 
sweeping the sky in the 
distance. 

Mother decided I 
should stay in town rather 
than carry out the four- 
mile journey, so I stayed 
eventually with friends in 
the centre of the town. We 


post-mortem area. 

Every time we went out 
we had to carry our gas 
masks in its canvas 
haversack and our tin 
helmet. Gas drill was 
quite an occasion as well 
as first aid lectures. 

I worked at the 
hospital for about eighteen 
months, then a friend 
asked me if I would join 
the Woman's Transport 
First Aid Nursing 
Yeomanry - a body first 
formed in the 1914 war, 
the FANY corps was soon 
amalgamated with the 
ATS to form one company. 
The FANY flash was 
allowed to remain, sewn 
onto the upper arm of the 
tunic. 

Read the full story and 
many others on 
www.bbc.co.uk/ww2. 


Junior Edge Project 


Oxford Community Education Group is 
supporting black and mixed heritage children 
in its Junior Edge Project. 

Junior Edge is an innovative education 
project for parents and children from 5-12 
years. For more information come to the 
project launch on Thursday 19th February at 
the Blackbird Leys Community Centre between 
4.30-6pm. 

Come and share ideas, meet other parents 
and project organisers. Refreshments will be 
available. 

Contact: OCEG Co-ordinator on 07759 395100 
for more details. 


The Junior Edge 
Project 
is looking for 
volunteers 
and 
support staff 
@£10 per hour. 


Contact 01865 402129 
for further details. 
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'I was brought up in East 
Oxford and as a child was 
a regular visitor to 
Blackbird Leys so I know 
the community well,’ said 
Carlton. 'It seems to me 
there was a lot more to do 
when I was growing up in 
the local community. 
Coming back to Oxford 
after being away for some 
time and talking to people 
I knew through school or 
work I’ve felt a feeling of 
disenchantment, a lack of 
direction amongst them, 
as if there has been a 
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UKdadsposse celebrate after a football game 


break down in some of the 
structural supports in the 
local community and that's 
my reason for wanting to 
come back here and work. 
I have a vested interest in 
the area.' 

The father of three 
children himself, Carlton 
understands what support 
is needed. 'It took me a 
long time to understand 
what fatherhood was all 
about. Especially when it 
came to my daughters - I 
didn't know what to do 
with them. It took me a 
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while to realise that being 
a dad just meant being the 
best I could be for my 
children. There are lots of 
good people around here 
doing good work but from a 
black person's perspective 
I just don't see where my 
friends might go for 
support as fathers. I've run 
similar projects in London 
and they've been very 
successful and I'd like to 
share that experience in 
Blackbird Leys.’ 
UKdadposse aims to 
work with local people and 


organisations, building on 
facilities that already exist 
and working in co 
operation with them. 
Thanks to a successful bid 
to the European Social 
Fund the project now has 
some funding to develop 
the project in Blackbird 
Leys and hopes to expand 
to Rose Hill, Barton and 
East Oxford at some stage 
in the future. 

"We want to help local 
people to get together to 
set up something that will 
look at their needs and 
support them,’ continued 
Carlton. 'We want to 
create partnerships with 
people and organisations 


and get everything 
working together. There's 
huge potential for 


everything from sponsor- 
ship of football teams, to 
homework clubs, 
experience weekends and 
camping trips. We're 
starting a fun group called 
"Dads and Lads & Lasses' 
at the leisure centre. It 
combines team games and 


workshop activities to 
enhance teamwork, 
leadership skills and 


respect. The group will 
also go on outings to 
broaden experiences. 
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UKdadsposse gears up 


The UKdadposse has come to Blackbird Leys. The project started last summer and aims to work in partnership with service providers in an effort to create 
support networks for dads and their children. Taster sessions throughout the autumn were a real success and the first group of volunteers has been trained 
and is ready to start their work in Blackbird Leys. Leys News spoke to organiser Carlton Gabbidon about why the project came here. 


Initially the group will 
meet every two weeks but 
we hope to make it weekly 
later in the year and make 
full use of facilities at the 
leisure centre. We also 
hope to support the 
education needs of fathers 
and get recognised 
qualifications for them. It's 
important to stress that 
the group isn't just for the 
needy, it's a fun place 
where you can spend time 
with your children and 
meet other people. We 
want this to be run and 
directed by local people 
and be a really hands-on 
experience for them. We 
need new people to get 
involved and partner 


organisations and local 
business to come forward 


A 


Investigating possibilities on the Leys 


to support the initiative.' 
UKdadposse is also 
going to offer one-to-one 
support and advice to 
fathers and are looking for 
people to help with these 
advice sessions. Full 
training will be provided 
for all volunteers and staff. 
In addition they're hoping 
to work with other local 
groups to provide events 
like a health MOT, healthy 
eating classes, tips from 
chefs, training etc. If any 
other organisations, local 
businesses or volunteers 
would like to work with 
the UKdadposse get in 
touch with Carlton on 
396755 or by mobile: 
07951 3897744 email: 
ukdadsposse@yahoo.co.uk. 


BBL European Social 


Fund bid successstful 


The Leys Learning 
Network, with the support 
of the County Council has 
successfully attracted 
£200,000 from the 
European Social Fund. 
The money will be used to 
run a 3 year project to 
identify barriers to 
learning and training 
experienced by the black 
and minority ethnic 
community on the Leys 
and to respond with better 
provision. 

The project will work 
with mainstream provid- 
ers to deliver more 
appropriate, diverse and 
empowering learning opp- 
ortunities as well as 
developing relevant train- 
ing where there are gaps. 
The project will have a 
participatory action 
planning phase conducted 
by a team of local people, 
there will be dedicated 
work with black and 


minority ethnic men 
drawing on models 
developed by projects like 
UK DadsPosse. Training 
providers and employers 
will be challenged to 
adapt their programmes 
and practices and project 
beneficiaries will be 
encouraged to get involved 
in the management of the 
project and support other 
learners. 

The project will also 
deliver accredited training 
in key skills such as 
mentoring and organis- 
ational development. The 
contract still needs 
signing with the Learning 
Skills Council, but with a 
bit of luck the project will 
go live in spring. Not a bad 
time to start! If you need 
any information contact 
the Leys Learning 
Network, via the Leys 
Linx office on 396392. 


TO MY DAD 


By Carmel Ryan 


Paddy Ryan 
1938-2003 


This is a tribute to my dad who died in May 2003. 
Most people on the estate will remember my dad as 
the local window cleaner. He had the window- 
cleaning round for 28 years and also employed lots 
of young chaps to help them out. He worked all his 
life and retired at 65 due to an accident on his bike. 

Dad would help anyone - especially the old. He 
worked in all weathers, nothing was too much for 
him. I hope those who knew him have fond 
memories - as I have of my wonderful father. He 
was a saint and a martyr and we all miss him 
dearly. His wise words make sense now. This is a 
tribute to my dad to thank him for my wonderful 
life. This is to say thank you - a poem for you. 
(Courtesy of in lovingmemory online.com) 


Dad 
By Judy Burnett 
Dad...so many images come to mind 
whenever I speak your name; 
It seems without you in my life 
things have never been the same. 


What happened to those lazy days 
when I was just a child; 
When my life was consumed in you 
in your love, and in your smile. 


What happened to all those times 
when I always looked to you; 
No matter what happened in my life 
you could make my gray skies blue. 


Dad, some days I hear your voice 
and turn to see your face; 
Yet in my turning...it seems 
the sound has been erased. 


Dad, who will I turn to for answers 
when life does not make sense; 
Who will be there to hold me close 
when the pieces just don't fit. 


Oh, Dad, if I could turn back time 
and once more hear your voice; 
I'd tell you that out of all the dads 
you would still be my choice. 


Please always know I love you 
and no one can take your place; 
Years may come and go 
but your memory will never be erased. 


Today, Jesus, as You are listening 
in your home above; 
Would you go and find my dad 
and give him all my love. 
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by Stuart Mabbutt 


To enjoy and respect the surroundings in 
any garden requires the use of all your 
senses and resources. Sight is satisfied 
by the energetic and vivacious colours 
the seasons over. Likewise with smell, 
that is stimulated by the soft scents of 
roses, or those freshly cut lawns. A good 
application of well-rotted manure 
certainly awakens you in the darkening 
and cold autumn and winter months. 

Our taste buds 
run riot at the 
merest thought of 
freshly picked 
strawberries, and 
other delicacies 
our gardens offer 
us. As for touch, 
well, the stabbing 
of roses thorns and the rasping brushes 
of spiky foliage whilst we are weeding 
certainly gets that sense going. Sound is 
just as important. Wind chimes, water, 
gravel and bird song, all help to make a 
garden all the more intoxicating. 

Be careful of wind chimes though, 
your neighbours might not thank you for 
providing the constant clatter of 
bamboo, or the seemingly endless rattle 
of steel pipes. These types won't bring 
about a calm feeling in your garden 
either, especially on windy occasions. 
You might even find they interrupt your 
sleep. Try making chimes of your own 
from different sized shells. They chink 
together quite peacefully, and not 
overpoweringly. 

Gravel can evoke haunting sounds, 
allowing you to experience a slice of 
an idyllic country lifestyle. Water has 
endless permutations that can all 
provide you with those well- 
documented therapeutic qualities it 
promotes when you hear its gentle 
trickle. 

Birds play a major role in your 
garden's atmosphere. Most gardeners 
love the robin as it is a reliable 
companion year round; keeping us 


Background sounds in your garden 


% The most notable is the machinegun- 


company when 
we are digging in the colder months, 
enjoying those juicy worms we uncover; 
giving off a warble of satisfaction as it 
awaits our next offering from its perch 
on the handle of a fork or spade. Often, 
in winter, the robin is the only bird 
singing, with its exquisite range of 
soaring phrases. 

Great tits always bring memories of 
my grandfather to me, as their song, 
especially in spring, sounds just like a 
squeaky wheelbarrow wheel. To this day 
| can see my grandfather in his flat cap, 
checked shirt and purple pullover, 
pushing his rusty 
wheelbarrow, with 
that incessant 
squeak. On 
enquiring, when 
| was 4, why he 
didn't oil the 
thing, his 
response was 
that he knew | was 
working when he had sent me off to do 
a job if he could hear the squeak - not 
fast asleep on the pile of old chaff sacks 
that were kept in the coal store. As if | 
would! 

Jays have tropical and striking 
plumage and possess a call resembling a 
rusty nail being dragged across a metal 
cheese grater, a sound to put anyone's 
teeth on edge. Wrens often produce 
some amazing sounds for such a tiny 
bird, being only 9-10.5cm in length. 


like sound, which often makes up a 
significant proportion of the 
dawn chorus. 

Finally, those mellow 
tones of our 
blackbirds and the 
variety of phrases produced by 
the song thrush can make any 
garden an attraction for the entire year. 


Images courtesy of barrysclipart.com 


And they say nothing worthwhile comes 
for free! 


For big and small gardening jobs, to prepare your garden for spring, 
garden furniture restoration and pressure washing for paving. 
Contact: Stuart Mabbutt Ph: 747243 


Peak Performance 
at the Playhouse 


Sasha Vanderhyde attended the Press Night of Jack and the 
Beanstalk at the Oxford Playhouse on behalf of Leys News... 


Thank you Leys News for tickets to see Jack and the Beanstalk 
at the Oxford Playhouse in December. The show was really good 
and enjoyed by members of the Vanderhyde family young and 


old alike. 


The costumes were bright and sparkly and the songs were catchy so we all sang 
along very loudly. Best fun of all was shouting, cheering and jeering in traditional 
'Oh yes you did/Oh no I didn't style’ at the cast. The Playhouse staff did a great job. 
The pantomime was one of the best we have ever seen. 


Christmas Panto on the Leys? 


Pantomimes are entertaining for young and old alike, how about having a panto- 
mime in Blackbird Leys? If we want to hold a pantomime for next Christmas we 


need to start planning now! 


So if you are interested in being involved in any way, from acting to selling ice 
creams to helping with rehearsals, please get in touch with Sasha or Enid at the 
Leys Linx Centre on Oxford 402070 or Jim Hewitt 718503. 
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A tond farewell to 
Mrs Dawson 


Lunchtime Supervisor Mrs Pam Dawson has retired from Orchard Meadow 
School after thirty seven years of dedicated service. 


By Carmel Ryan 


Mrs Pam Dawson with students during her retirement celebration 


Mrs Dawson began work at the school in 1966 and on December 18th at a celebration 
in her honour she said a fond farewell to the school staff and students she knew so 
well. 'It's interesting,’ commented Wendy Radbourne, Admin Officer, 'Mrs Dawson 
began work at the school the year England won the football World Cup and retired the 
year England won the Rugby World Cup." By all accounts Mrs Dawson was a highly 
respected and extremely popular member of staff. 'There are quite a few staff members 
that came to school here and knew Mrs Dawson when they were students. She has 
seen a lot of change over the years and has been always been there for the students,’ 
continued Ms. Radbourne. 'She will be sorely missed by everybody and we wish her all 
the best for her retirement.' 
Leys News would like to wish Mrs Dawson a long and enjoyable retirement. 


Fasocec 


troduction to Herbal Medicine 
è Stained Glass Creation 
è Furniture Restoration 
e Computer Drop-ins 

è E-mail Workshops 

è Flower Arranging 

è French Beginners 

è Family Learning 

e Egyptian Dance 

e GCSE English 

e Life Drawing 

e Silk Painting 

e GCSE Maths 

è Calligraphy 

è Patchwork 

è Swimming 

e Flamenco 

e Urdu 


All New 
2004 
Programme 


Find them in 
Community 
Centres, 
Libraries, 
and Schools 


in your area. 


We have a 
number of 
exciting, 
interesting, 
informal & 
formal 
learning 
opportunities: 


Peers Campus, Sandy Lane West, Littlemore, OX4 6BX 


If you are interested in any of these courses/ workshops or 
for more information on what we can offer 


Call 01865 712094 


kei y OXFORDSHIRE 
4 Aaka COUNTY COUNCIL 
a) 


www.oxfordshire gov.uk 
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OPEN EVERY DAY 
from /am to 10pm 


Most of your needs 
in one store 


e 


ticker 


So near, So Spar 


Leys SPAR Ltd * Dunnock Way * Blackbird Leys * Oxford * OX4 7EX 
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JUSTIFIED Ea 


by Clara Blackings 


The grass is certainly 
greener for Justin 
Timberlake. Not only was 
his album Justified one of 
the biggest albums of 
2003, but he's on top form 
at the moment, continuing 
to sell out his Justified 
world tour. So I thought I'd 
tag along and find out just 
what all the fuss was 
about. 

There are two things 
which define a spectacular 
event in my eyes: great 
performance; and crowd 
participation. And both 
those things were given to 
you at this concert from 
both Justin and his 
supporting act, Fame 
Academy star, Lemar. 

Lemar outshone the 
stage with his perform- 
ance of '50/50' and his own 
rendition of rock veterans 
The Darkness’ 'I Believe In 
A Thing Called Love'. You 
wouldn't have even 
imagined that Lemar was 
a runner up in Fame 
Academy. He alone has 
been enjoying the taste of 
chart success with his 
recent hit '50/50' and the 
infectious summer anthem 
‘Dance With You'. The 
audience welcomed him 
with open arms. If this is 
just a taste of what Lemar 
has to offer, then the 
future looks very bright for 
this budding star. 

Then of course there 
was Justin Timberlake. 
Justin returned to 
complete the second half of 
his highly anticipated 
worldwide Justified tour. 
The atmosphere when you 
entered the stadium was 
electric; the crowds went 
wild when Justin came on 
stage. The response from 
the crowd was unbeliev- 


able, there 
certainly looked as 
if most of the 
population of 
women in the area 
had flocked down 
to see the 
American charmer. 

Although there was an 
enormous turnout of 
women to see the 
'trousersnake' in action, 
there was also a 
significant amount of men 
there too. I had the 
pleasure of sitting next to 
two guys who had 
renamed Justin as 'The 
Man' and had clearly been 
practising their dance 
moves, not to mention that 
they knew more of the 
lyrics than me! 

It seemed as if the 
holiday season had only 
given Justin an even 
larger burst of energy as 
his performance was truly 
exhilarating. It certainly 
was a show from the pop 


superstar who wowed 
crowds with his vocal 
talents, on stage 


choreography and pure 
energy. Justin performed 
hits 'Gone' and 'Girlfriend' 
from his NSYNC fame and 
lead onwards to breath- 
taking performances of 
chart topping hits 'Like I 
Love You' , 'Rock Your 
body' and 'Señorita'. The 
standout performance of 
the night had to be 'Cry 
Me A River' which left the 
crowd gasping for more. 
Another highlight of 
the concert was Justin's 
beat boxing performance 
against the DJ, which got 
the energy buzzing in the 
auditorium as he and the 
DJ battled to see who was 
the best. Justin proved 
that he's a man of many 


talents when he performed 
an acoustic set during 
which he was casually 
dressed in khaki trousers 
and checked shirt - said to 
have been made highly 
fashionable thanks to Mr 
Timberlake. 

A huge mention has to 
be made for the band who 
made the whole event 
what it was. It was clear 
that they were having just 
as much fun performing 
for the crowds as Justin 
himself. 

Choreography high- 
lights included Justin's 
dance routine on a piano 
which miraculously still 
managed to play as he 
made an exit through it! 
It's things such as these 
that make the Justified 
tour one to watch. 
Onlookers were stunned 
by Justin's every move and 
commented on the 
performance as being 
'amazing', and 'fantastic' 
while others simply said 
'wow'. I myself have signed 
up to the mailing list and 
am truly a fan!! 

This tour is a must see. 
If you can't get down to see 
him then the ‘Justin Live 
in London DVD is 
certainly one to watch as it 
was taken from the 
Justified tour. So you can 
turn your lights down, get 
out your glow sticks and 
it's just like being there! 

If the performance was 
anything to go by you can 
only expect better from 
2004. 


What’s on at the Leys Linx Centre? 


contact Enid on 402070 for more details 


Credit Union (drop-in) 


Monday 10.00am, Tuesday 7.00pm & 
Saturday 10.30am local savings scheme. 


Adult Careers & Training Advice (drop- 
in) - Tuesday afternoon (Information 
Advice & Guidance Partnership). 


Housing Rights (drop-in) - Fortnightly on 


Friday afternoons (phone Enid for the next 
session). Housing problems? No problem. 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre - outreach 
service Monday & Wednesday. Phone 
770206 for an appointment. 


Wise Words ? 


‘If you break both legs don’t come running to me!' 


‘My late mother used to say this to me but I’ve never ever known what she 
meant by this’, explains Roy Simmonds. Can anyone offer an explanation? 

If you have a favourite expression or some wise words why not get in 
contact with us and we'll pass them on to our readers. 
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Win free tickets to the theatre! 


Creation Theatre Company is performing Shakespeare's The Winter's Tale in a 
Mirror Tent (Spiegeltent) at the BMW Group Plant Oxford from 5th February to 
3rd April 2004 and have kindly given us one pair of free tickets and a special offer 
for discounted tickets for readers. See below for details of our competition and 
special offer. 


a hes he A 


Set in the antique Spiegeltent previously seen in the UK at the Edinburgh Festival, 
The Winter's Tale is the first ever Shakespeare production to take place in this 
unique location. The Spiegeltent is one of the few remaining in the world and 
comes especially to Oxford from Holland. With its velvet drapes, ornate booths, 
carved pillars and mirrored ceiling, the tent is as splendid as it was in the 1930s 
when it played host to Marlene Dietrich singing ‘Falling in Love Again’. 

The highly unusual production is directed by Justin Butcher and is filled with 
fantasy and fairytale, passion and jealousy, loss and redemption. 'When the lights 
go down and the performers come on stage the atmosphere that exists in the tent 
is tremendous. The Mirror Tent is the perfect setting for this magical tale,’ 
commented David Parrish Producer and Artistic Director. 


Competition details: 


Just answer the following questions and return the entry form to us by 
February 20th and you could be on your way to the theatre for free. 


1: Who wrote The Winter's Tale?! i. .cccccccesesvecs< ses sinata aaea aaa Ea 
2. Where will the performance be held?..............-:::cs:eeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeaee 


3. What famous actress performed in the spieltent in the 1930's?................... 


The winner will be contacted by phone to arrange collection of the tickets. 


Tickets at discounted prices 
are available for Leys News readers 
on Wednesday 25th February 7.30pm. 


Discount: 

Band A = £12 (Usual price £18.50) 

Band B = £9 (Usual price £15.50) 

Availability is limited! Please book early to secure your seats. 


Booking Process: Tickets must be booked in advance, by telephone, by readers of 
Leys News. The booker should ask the box office operator for the Leys News 
Reader Special Offer and give the booking reference number: LNO204. 


Box Office Telephone Number: 01865 245745 www.creationtheatre.co.uk 


Terms and Conditions: Leys News Reader Special Offer applies to Band A and 
Band B seats only. Discount available only on tickets booked at least 48 hours in 
advance by telephone. Discount not available on tickets purchased online or at the 
door. Leys News Reader Special Offer availability is limited, early booking is 
recommended to avoid disappointment. Only one discount per ticket. All standard 
Creation Theatre Company terms and conditions apply. 
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Useful local numbers 


Abandoned vehicles. If on 
public land call: 252942 
Asian Women's helpline: 
0800 0526077 

Bulk rubbish collection: 
725912 

Dialability: Disability helpline: 
763600. 

Dog nuisance: call the dog 
warden on 252914. Out of 
hours 240924. 
Fridges/freezers: 

free collection 252936 
Garden refuse: green waste 
sacks 50p each. Call 725912. 
Better still compost your own. 
Junk mail: to stop receiving 
unsolicited mail write to 
FREEPOST 22, London W1E. 
Free service. 

Noise pollution: 252556 
Pavement hazards: 

(eg uneven surfaces) 747390 
Pest control: 252384 
Pollution in streams and 
rivers: 0800 807060 

Street lighting: to report 
faulty lights call freephone 
0800 317802 

Syringe collection: 249811 
Trading standards: 815000 
Traveller management 
services: 01993 814079 


local organisations 


Accan (African-Caribbean 
Community Action Network) 
phone: 467050 

Agnes Smith Advice Centre: 
770206 

Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground: 747704 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre: bookings 435954; 
centre manager 401098 
Blackbird Leys Credit 
Union: 773098 

Blackbird Leys Library: 
770403 

Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council: 734346 
www.blackbirdleys.co.uk 
Blackbird Leys Youth 
Centre: 772886 

CMS Bar, 

Community Centre: 777162 
First Blackbird Leys 
Brownies: 770959 

First Blackbird Leys 
Rainbow Guides: 396553 


Leys Community Church: 
714153 

Leys Community 
Development Initiative: 
395927 

Leys Linx office:396392 
Leys Linx centre: 402070 
Leys Youth Programme: 
07966 455069 

Oasis drop in centre for 
women who have experienced 
mental health problems. Open 
Mondays 5-9 and Fridays 11-3 
off Cowley Road. 721472 


Oxford Community 
Mediation: 776789 


Able Adult basic skills centre: 
776334 

Community Education 
(East and South Oxford) 
Tel: 712094 

Oxford College FE, 

Leys campus: 245871 
Oxford Women’s Training 
Scheme (OWTS) Building 
skills for women course. 
741317 


Afya: Women's sports and 
fitness: 396392 


Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre: 467020 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool: 467040 


Peers Sports Centre: 
467095 


Doctors surgery: 778244 


Blackbird Leys Health 
Centre: 778244 


Health visitors: 715689 


under 8's 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre: 773263 
Dovecote Under 8's: 712299 
Homestart (home visiting 
scheme for under 5's) 779991 
The PEEP Centre (Peers 
Early Education Partnership): 
395145 
Shepherds Hill Pre-School: 
779504 


Blackbird Leys Local 
Services Shop: 3 Cuddesdon 
Way, Mon - Thurs 9-5pm, 


Fri 9-4.30pm. Tel: 467222 


Cherwell Housing Trust 
Customer Services: 260555 
Ealing Family Housing 
Association: Elaine Partridge 
and Rhiannon Jones, 

Phone: 712244, Fax: 712121. 
Farmhouse opening times: 
Mon to Fri 9-1pm, & 2-5pm, 
except Fri 2-4pm. 

Leys Residents Association. 
Open to all residents in the 
new part of Blackbird Leys. 
Contact via: 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Tel: 749876 
Ira1@hotmail.com 
Northcote Housing 
Association: 712244 


Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association: All calls through 
customer services: 773000. 
Farmhouse office: Mark 
Kimber, Elizabeth Naluwooza, 
Aida Tomolso. Open as per 
Ealing Family (above). 
Oxford Housing Rights:free 
and confidential advice, 

11 New Road, 

Mon, Wed and Fri 10-5pm, 
Tue and Thurs 10-1pm. 

Tel: 247853 


999 - In an emergency or if 
you see a crime being or 
about to be committed. 
Community beat officers: 
Sergeant Steve Redding, 
Community Beat Office and 
answer machine. For non 
urgent matters, advice and 
information, phone 335138 
Police Customer Services: 
To report incidents that do not 
need police attendance call 
266333 

Oxford Control Room: To 
report crime that requires the 
police: 266000 

Cowley Police Station: 
749909 

Family Protection Unit: 
335200 

Crimestoppers: 

freephone: 0800 555111 


Fire Service, (Oxfordshire) 
helpline: 719900 


What’s on weekly 


Age Concern resource desk 
at the Clockhouse. Regular 
computer sessions for the 
over 50’s. Information on 
717614 


Barn Internet Club 
Mondays 4-6pm at the 
Barn. 


Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground After School 
Club Monday to Friday 
3-5.15pm 


Brownies Thursday 6-7.30pm 
Holy Family Church Hall (for 7 
to 11 age group) 


Carer and toddler group 
Friday 1-3pm at the 
Dovecote. £1 


Dovecote After School 
Club Monday to Thursday 
3.15-4.45pm 


Dovecote Saturday Club 
(children aged 5-1 2) 
10am-1pm. 


The Edge - Youth Club 
BBL Community Centre. 
Wed 1-4.30pm. Drop in 
7.30-9.30pm 


Family Nurturing Network 
The Clockhouse, Tues 
9-1.30pm, 


Guides, Friday 7-9pm at 
the Holy Family Church. 
Girls 10-15 years. Info on 
455970. 


Holy Family Church 
Sunday service 10am with 
lively children’s church. 


Home Start New Babies 
Club Dovecote Friday 
10.30-12noon 


Karate Kids Tuesday 6- 
7pm and Thursday 
5.45-6.45pm at the Barn 


Leys Community Church 
Sunday service 3.30pm at 
the Leisure Centre. 


Leys Youth Football Club 
Fridays 5-6pm for 8-12 yr- 
old boys, 7-8pm for 8-16 
yr-old girls both at the 
Leisure Centre and 8-9pm 
for 13-16 year old boys at 
Peers Sports Centre. 


Leys Girls’ Street Dance 
Club - Wed 4.30-5.30pm 
for 13-17 yr-old girls and 
Thurs 4.45-5.45pm for 8- 
12 yr-old girls, both at the 
Leisure Centre. 


Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church Mass, every 
Sunday 9.30am & 6pm 


Self defence, 6-9pm 
Tuesday at the Barn 


State Pension Advice 
Surgery: Leys Linx 
Community Centre, 2nd & 
Ath Monday of month 
9.30am-1 2.30pm 


Weight watchers 7-8pm 
Thursday at the Barn 


Youth Club Wednesday 
7-9pm at the Barn 


Peep groups 

Mondays: 9.45-10.45 Holy 
Family Church Hall; 
Tuesdays: 9.30-10.30 & 
11.15-12.15 Blackbird 
Leys Health Centre, 1.30- 
2.30 The Dovecote; 
Wednesdays: 9.30-10.30 & 
12-1 (during Screw Loose 
Young Parents Group) 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre; Thursdays: 10.00- 
11.00 Holy Family Church 
Hall, 10.00-11.00 Clock 
House, 1.30-2.30 The 
Dovecote; Saturdays: 
10.00-12.00 Cuddesdon 
Corner. 

For more information call 


395145. 


Your elected representatives 


What do Area Committees do? 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 


e abandoned vehicles 


e allotments 
ecar parks 
e cemeteries 


ecommunity centres 


e ditches and streams 


Ta 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


e dog wardens 
e parks and countryside 
management 


e public toilets 


Member of Parliament for 
Oxford East: 


Andrew Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Rd, 

Oxford, OX4 6QD 

phone: 772893 

Third Friday each month rolling 
surgery around the constituency. 
Please call for precise times and 
locations. 


City councillors for 
Blackbird Leys ward: 


Clir Val Smith* - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Rd, 

Oxford,OX4 6QD 

phone: 772893, 

mobile: 07767 446051 

Clir Pat Stannard* - Labour 
31 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 
phone: 777433 


e street cleaning 
e street naming 


e decisions on planning 
applications 


South East Area Committee meetings 


Ring 2522409 for further information 


Tuesday 2nd March 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 
Rose Hill 
Community Centre 
The Oval 


City councillors for Northfield 


County councillor for Blackbird 
Brook ward: 


Leys: 


Clir Barbara Gatehouse 
- Labour 

33 Salford Rd, 

Oxford, OX3 ORY 
phone: 240424 


ROSE HILL 


Clir Molly Florey* - Labour 

122 Sandy Lane, 

Oxford, OX4 6AS 

phone: 712620 

Surgeries to be held at Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys on Saturday 
February 28th, March 20th and April 
17th from 11am-noon. 


Cllr Stuart Craft - Independent 
Working Class Association 
mobile: 07733 274324 
email:stuart@bliwca.fsnet.co.uk 
Surgeries held at the Clockhouse, 
Wednesdays, 6.30-8.30pm 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 


South East 


LITTLEMORE 


*Val Smith, Pat Stannard and Molly 
Florey hold surgeries at the Leisure 
Centre on Saturdays from 11 - 12 
noon. To find out who will be there 
please ring them on the numbers 
above. 


Monday 5th April 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 


Monday 10th May 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 
Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre 
Pegasus Road 


Cardinal House 
Cardinal Close 
Off Newman Road 
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Children at Windale First School are taking part in the Make-A-Wish Foundation's bid to swim to 
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the Olympics and back. The Year 5 and 6 studen 


doing a sponsored swim to raise funds to help grant the wishes of children living with life-threatening illnesses. 


Year 6 students who took part in the sponsored swim 


The year 6 students who 
have been taking weekly 
swimming lessons for 
several years, made a 
gruelling 12-length swim 
as a minimum, while year 
5 students will be 
sponsored to swim widths 
of the pool. ‘It's the first 
time we've done anything 
like this,' commented Mrs 
Pay, a Windale Teaching 
Assistant who has 


organised the group. 'It's a 
wonderful way for children 
to help children. The 
children swam an average 
of 350m each.' The 
students have also been 
learning pool survival 
skills and are building up 
their stamina in the water. 
'This group also go sailing 
and they need to be able to 
swim 15 lengths for 
sailing, so this will also 


help them to build up 
stamina.' 

The National Make-A- 
Wish Athens Swimathon 
took place during Make-A- 
Wish Week - 18th to 24th 
January - and children 
across the country were 
asked to help swim a total 
of 6,400 km, the distance 
to Athens and back to 
England. The foundation 
hopes that the money 


raised will total £500,000. 
The target will be met if 
64,000 children take part, 
swimming an average of 
four lengths of a 25m pool 
and raising just over £7.80 
each in sponsorship. 

Since 1986 the Make- 
A-Wish Foundation has 
helped nearly 3,000 very 
special children to realise 
their greatest dream and 
experience the hope, 


strength and joy each wish 
provides. A wish granted is 
true magic for the child 
and provides happy 
memories for all the family 
and respite from their 
normal routines of 
hospitals, doctors and 


treatment. Wishes vary 
enormously, from having 
tea with Noddy to flying in 
Concorde, from being a 
princess for a day to 


at Windal 
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owning a computer. Each 
wish is individual - all are 
special and they can do so 
much to ease the burden of 
hospital visits and coping 
with living with a life- 
threatening illness for the 
whole family. 

Well done to all the 
students who took part in 
this challenge and helped 
make wishes come true. 
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